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Transforming policy and practice for sustainable land management

An international seminar hosted by Land Use Innovation Program and SATOCONN project of
RIHN, in collaboration with Lab of Landscape Ecology and Planning, Graduate School of Global
Environmental Studies, Kyoto University, 3 February 2025 10:00-17:00

Context and aims of the seminar

Facing the global challenge of climate change and seeking to restore nature after decades of
decline require a clear focus on sustainable land management, as a key contributor to these
goals. Today, in both Europe and Japan, land management in many areas falls short of being
environmentally, socially and economically sustainable, for a range of reasons. Increasingly
also, we recognise the importance of building resilience in land-based sectors and rural
communities so that they can better withstand the volatile and uncertain conditions ahead.

To achieve more sustainable and resilient management of land requires a more enabling
framework in governance, and a better informed and supportive socio-economic system, in
which shifts towards more sustainable practices are incentivised by markets and underpinned
by societal behaviours and values. Understanding how to achieve these changes is critical.

This international seminar aims to share knowledge and new ideas for promoting
sustainable and resilient land management through the transformation of policies and
practices. Speakers and discussants will reflect on their own experiences and suggest ways
forward, gained from engaging as active researchers:

e with land managers, communities and supply chain actors in the agri-rural sector, to
identify how positive change can be achieved by people on the ground; and

e with policy makers and policy advocates at local, regional, national and/or international
levels, to help create the conditions that can best foster and accelerate such change.

The agenda will include presentations from International, European (Finland, Italy, the UK) and
Japanese speakers and will also allow time for discussion and further development of key
points emerging from these perspectives. Participation is by invitation only, and invitees include
a mix of local, national and international policymakers, practitioners and researchers.

Notes

This international seminar is the first in a series organized under the RIHN Research Program ‘Combining
knowledge for a fundamental innovation in land use’, led by Mikitaro Shobayashi.

For more information on RIHN research programs please visit: www.chikyu.ac.jp
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